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(Description)

Philosophy of mind is a major research area of contemporary Western philosophy. Since
Descartes, the mind has entered the central topic of Western philosophy, and since the second half
of the 20th century, analytical philosophy of mind have made important breakthroughs in mind
research. In analytical tradition, new theories and argumentations have emerged around the nature
of mind, consciousness, intentionality, other minds, and self-knowledge, etc.. Analytical philosophy
of mind are integrated with cognitive science, computer science, brain neuroscience, etc., and are
also involved in the dialogue with the phenomenological tradition. Philosophy of mind has become
a necessary knowledge and ability training in the study of philosophy.

This Chinese-English course is an advanced course for undergraduate majoring in philosophy.
The course will introduce students to become familiar with the core questions of analytic
philosophy, which include: Fundamental metaphysical questions of the mind, i.e., what is the nature
of the mind, and what is the relationship between the mind and the body? Questions about
consciousness i.e. what is consciousness and what is its place in nature? Questions about
intentionality, how the mind represents things, and is the content of the mind determined by the
brain, or by the environment? We shall also considerate some points concerning the nature of mind
in traditional Chinese philosophy. The instructors will guide students to understand some basic
concepts and viewpoints by learning introductory textbook, and to practice philosophical analysis
and arguments by reading relevant texts.

This course requires students to complete assigned readings, actively participate in course




discussions, and a qualifying course paper.

*HS
Tim Bayne (2021), Philosophy of Mind: An Introduction, 1st ed., London: Routledge.
(Textbooks)
1. Chalmers, David (ed.) (2002). Philosophy of Mind: Classical and Contemporary
Readings. Oxford University Press USA.
Ykl 2. Heil, John (ed.) (2003). Philosophy of Mind: A Guide and Anthology. Oxford University

(Other References)

Press.
3. Blackmore, Susan (2005). Consciousness: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University
Press.

RS

(Course Category)

O SRR/ A AL B ROIE IR EH RO LA Al R
Ol A0 R/ T MEERM L 4 e R/ 2 IR O A

[ APAN VE
r At . | A 5t 0% b, #EFEMa T ORAXDOH
(Target Students) Aol (Mode of Instruction) fe
OsEEE (70% L0 22 IRASE R
TR B 2 g RIES O O ME
(School) B (Language of Instruction) | MXNiE: W3+ SMEIHZRET 50%)
WREMSTAN | B, WL, PERRIKE SRR, TR B R 2
W4 K fi A O R HEE N Y.
BT B ﬁﬂ‘ifsﬁ, ﬁ%’—“@i T?%%*##ﬁ%ﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁx th
s ommnens | gt | FHERDERSEEBIAGL, DL, BB s
ok 4 T i Ay PR (5%, MHREESRNER. LE\‘%’L%"\ I HZO.
BN R S e @ik, Tk (35) BEXE%. hEEY
SEEVARE T, T EE SR TS TR
LRSI B RO U, MY WA T
Wik
# > B 2. BEJITTH: HEMAEE O R TP O, ERE RN ERIE, N EZE R
( Learning | miAHH A ER VP 5
Outcomes) 3. BT IR BRI 0 A BN R R R PR S R I R 0, IR R 1) B b

AN, PRI PR AN TR IR fE 7
4. JEEJTH: BRI SOERAT EAR L. SR SRR .

*Z1% 07
(Grading)

SR ST 30%+ AR A&t 70%= /0T A S

*BRIZH 7RI (Teaching Plan) 15 HUE AL EE 5K LB+

o
JE % | 3 W HF N R
| || || | O VRSN, SRS K RN
| 5 ﬁ; ;; W | B | s B R
)7 T
i |




Introducing to the course: its aim, content, and requirements

Content: Background of the problem of the mind; key points of
contemporary researches and tendences

Readings: Introduction: a map of philosophy of mind

Chapter 1 The Character of Mentality

Content: the privacy of the mind; intentionality; consciousness; folk
psychology

Readings: Marks of the Mental

Chapter 2 Modern Physicalism

Content: the thesis of physicalism; the central motivations for
physicalism; Hempel’s dilemma; the thesis of supervenience; a priori
physicalism and a posteriori physicalism

Readings: Physicalism

EAUE

Chapter 3 Versions of Physicalism

Content: the core claims of behaviourism, the mind-brain identity
theory, and functionalism; eliminativism as an approach to mentality;
the respective roles of philosophical analysis and scientific inquiry in
understanding the mind.

Readings: How to be a physicalist?

Chapter 4 Perception

Content: the most influential accounts of perception: the content view
(representationalism), the sense-data view, and naive realis;
intentionalism and phenomenalism; perceptual content; the problem
of unconscious perception.

Readings: Perception

CVAVE

Chapter 5 Thoughts

Content: classification of thoughts; the language of thought (LOT)
hypothesis; John Searle’s Chinese room argument; the Turing test and
considers some of its strengths and weaknesses.

Readings: Thought

HLH

Chapter 6 Intentionality

Content: the concept of intentionality; the tracking approach; the
teleosemantic approach; the phenomenal approach; the intentional
stance

Readings: Intentionality

FIVA

Chapter 7 Externalism and the extended mind

Content: the debate between content internalists and content
externalists; influential arguments for externalism due to Hilary
Putnam and Tyler Burge; the extension of mind; internalism; vehicle
externalism and the extended mind

Readings: Externalism and the extended mind

FILA

Chapter 8 The metaphysics of consciousness

Content: three infl uential consciousness-based challenges to
physicalism: Nagel’s bat argument, Jackson’s knowledge argument, and
Chalmers’s zombie argument; Type-A strategies and Type-B strategies;




illusionist accounts of consciousness; dualism and Russellian monism

Readings: The metaphysics of consciousness

Chapter 9 Theories of consciousness

Content: first-person perspective and third-person perspective;
explanatory targets for the science of consciousness; monitoring
theories, neural theories, and functionalist theories; intentionalism
(representationalism) as an account of the character of consciousness
Readings: Theories of consciousness

Chapter 10 Mental Causation

Content: the problem of mental causality; the exclusion argument
against mental causation; non-reductionist physicalism; externalism
and mental causation; challenges

Readings: Mental causation

Chapter 11 Other Minds

Content: three accounts of mindreading; the problematic of the
concepts of other’s mind; skepticism of other’s mind; animal mind; Al
and consciousness

Readings: Other minds

Chapter 12 Self-Knowledge

Content: the scope and status of self-knowledge; the inner-sense
account; the inferentialist account; the deliberative account;
Neo-Rylean approaches

Readings: Self-knowledge

Chapter 13 Self
Content: the concept of the self; three leading conceptions of the self:

HEHHVIHE |2 | 2 dualism, animalism, and neo-Lockean views; realism and illusionism of
the self
Readings: Self
Chapter 14 mind-body of Confucianism and Taocism
n Content: mind-body of Chinese philosophy; the mind-body relationshi
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in Confucianism; the mind-body relationship in Taoism
Readings: history of Chinese philosophy

Chapter 15 mind-body of Buddhism

Content : Buddhist mind-body view; the mind-body problem in
Buddhism

Readings: Buddhist philosophy

%1% (Notes)

The first 14 lectures of the course are taught by Dr. Zhao and the last 2 lectures are given by Dr. Hu.




