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(Description)

An Introduction to Ethics examines the central questions of ethics through a study of
theories of right and wrong that are found in the great ethical works of Western
philosophy. The core chapters cover egoism, the eudaimonism of Plato and Aristotle, act
and rule utilitarianism, modern natural law theory, Kant's moral theory, and existentialist
ethics. Students will be introduced not only to the main ideas of each theory but to
contemporary developments and defenses of those ideas. A final chapter takes up topics
in meta-ethics and moral psychology. The discussions throughout draw the reader into
philosophical inquiry through argument and criticism that illuminate the profundity of the
questions under examination. Students will find this course to be a very helpful guide to
how philosophical inquiry is undertaken as well as to what the major theories in ethics
hold.
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MacKinnon, B & Fiala, A.(2015). Ethics: Theory and Contemporary Issues (Concise, Eighth
Edition): Cengage Learning.
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