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(Description)

Existentialist philosophy is an important part of contemporary Western philosophy,
focusing on the factical existence of human beings and emphasizing individual freedom,
responsibility, and uniqueness. It is generally believed that existentialist philosophy
originated with the Danish religious thinker Seren Kierkegaard in the 19th century,
triggering a significant transformation in the field of philosophy and exerting a widespread
and profound influence on literature, art, sociology, and other disciplines.

This course is an advanced level course in the undergraduate philosophy major. The
instructors will guide students in analyzing classic existentialist philosophical literature,
delving into existentialist philosophy research, exploring its connections with medieval
scholastic philosophy, and understanding various contemporary configurations, including
existentialist movements in Denmark, Germany, France, and Russia.

Through the study of this course, students will master the fundamental concepts and
viewpoints of existentialist philosophy, engage in an in-depth exploration of relevant
philosophical arguments, and develop a cognitive framework that combines a knowledge
map on the surface with analytical reasoning at depth.

The course requires students to complete designated reading materials, actively participate

in course discussions, and write a qualified course paper.
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Thomas Aquinas and Joseph Bobik, Aquinas on Being and Essence: A Translation and
Interpretation, University of Notre Dame Press, 1988. ISBN-10:0262536412 and
ISBN-13:978-0268006174

Five Texts on the Mediaeval Problem of Universals, translated and edited by Paul
Vincent Spade, Hackett Publishing Company, 1994. ISBN-10:0872202496 and
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