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(Description)

This course attempts to draw a clearer picture of modern and contemporary Chinese
literature since 1917, describing the important literary phenomena that occurred during
this period, with special emphasis on key writers and works.

In view of the large time span of literature development over the past hundred years,
prose and new poetry are only taught four times in the curriculum, which adopts the
lecture-style teaching method. The key content is the intensive reading and discussion of
modern and contemporary novels. The specific reading and discussion titles will be
slightly adjusted every year. This semester, we selected the important works of authors:
Through the reading of classic works, the students can cultivate their pure taste of
literature and keen aesthetic sensibility, and gradually establish their personal vision of
literary history.

Two discussion classes are arranged. The first one discusses Border City by Shen Congwen
and Besieged City by Qian Zhongshu, and the second one discusses Weiyang Song, a novel
by Lu Qiao. Apart from the two discussion classes, the remaining 14 classes are taught by
teachers.
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