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(Description)

Nowadays, international communication is increasingly important, and the ability to tell
the Chinese story with confidence and respect for the other side is one of the key
literacies needed by future journalism and communication professionals. In this course,
the instructor introduces important cross-cultural communication concepts and theories,
such as the high and low contexts of culture and Sapir-Whorf's linguistic relativity. The
instructor also uses real-life examples to help students understand more abstract
concepts or theories. For example, the instructor will lead students to investigate which
Chinese TV series other than "The Legend of Zhenhuan" have been released on Netflix
and are popular all over the world; why the audience of a European or American stand-up
comedy will laugh at something that is not funny to Chinese people; a Chinese doctor will
hide the truth from a patient with a terminal iliness and tell the patient's family privately,
but an American doctor will tell the patient honestly. We will discuss how different
medical ethics are explained by cross-cultural theories.

The final exam is an essay writing. The topic chosen should focus on intercultural
communication from any perspective, including literature, film, media, and language.
Students will need to communicate with the instructor in advance to determine the topic
and then provide a framework. After the instructor agrees, students will begin to collect
and organize the information. The paper should reflect a deep understanding of the basic
theories and knowledge learned in this course, and the topic should be new and have

some theoretical value or relevance.
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