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(Description)

In English News Writing you are going to learn and practice a style of story structure

called the inverted pyramid. It is an organizational technique for writing stories. The

inverted pyramid style means that you summarize the facts of the story.

This course aims to:

>

»

Understand that news stories are accurate, complete, clear, concise and attributed.
Learn that good reporting is based on interviews, research and observations.
Learn the difference between fact and opinion and that reporters keep their
opinions and conclusions out of the story.

Learn to use the inverted pyramid style of writing.

Begin to develop the habit of using precise, active verbs and specific, solid nouns

in the subject-verb sentence form.

Teaching methods:

>

»

>

»

Lecture;

Reading the assigned texts and handouts;

Doing in-class and after-class assignments, discussion, guessing the words, and so
on;

Doing a presentation;

Hands-on reporting and writing news stories and features.

Teaching outcomes:

»  Students will write a simple 800-word story.

»  Student will go out onto the campus to conduct interviews and note their
observations. They will write up and initial story that will be rewritten and
rewritten.

»  Students will use inverted pyramid template to write the story, folding in
interviews, research and observations.

»  Students may not use the first or second person in writing their stories. This way,
they must use sources for everything but direct observation.
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(Other References)

> News Reporting and Writing, Melvin Mencher, JEE K5 HIRR, 2012 451 H 85—
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> News Culture, Stuart Alllan, Jb5T K% H AL, 2010 4F 3 H 5 —hR.

»  http://www.pulitzer.org

»  https://www.cjr.org
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Lecture 1 Introduction
Course arrangement and requirements
Journalists at work

Lecture 2 Components of News Story

Accuracy, Attribution, Balance, Brevity, Clarity, Complete,
Fairness, Human interest, Objectivity, Responsibility,
Selectivity

Lecture 3 What is News?
News values
News selection

Lecture 4 Internet and Other Tools of the Trade

Basic newsroom references

WU 12 ]2 Locating Information
Finding sources
Useful data
Lecture 5 Writing a Lead
wE |2 |2 Finding the lead
Types of lead

Leads on news features




Lecture 6 Inverted Pyramid Lead
Great beginnings
Importance of the lead
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Lecture 7 Using the Inverted Pyramid
Good reporting makes for good leads
Lead length
Readability

VA

Lecture 8 Story Structure
The main idea
The structure
Story units

FILA

Lecture 9 Case study of Pulitzer Prize Winners’ Works
Storytelling
DAD: Dialogue, Action, Description
Story necessities

Lecture 10 The Writer's Art
Doing it right-in a hurry
Human interest essential
Quotations are essential
Styling the story
Clarity
Word Choice
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Lecture 11 Features, Long Stories and Series
Planning
Tone and style

Long story
Investigative series

Lecture 12 Reporting Principles
Digging for information
Making sound observations
Interviews principles and practices
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Lecture 13 Finding, Cultivating and Using sources
The art of observation
Reliability of sources

How reporters usec sources

FVuHE

Lecture 14 Morality of Journalism
Guiding values
Laws, Taste and Taboos
Codes and Ethics
Reporters and the law
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Lecture 15 Course Revision
Do in-class interactive activities

Do presentations

Lecture 16 Course Summary
Summarize the whole course

£ 7E (Notes)




