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(Description)

In the English News Reading course, the most basic lesson you will learn is
that accuracy is everything — facts, quotes, observations, spelling and grammar.
Fact-based truth is the heart of journalism. You will practice that for the
duration of this course as a foundation for your professional lives.

This course aims to:

* prepare journalism and communication students for upper-level courses,
internships and the workplace;

* introduce them to the way reporters do their jobs — how they think, act
and produce newsworthy stories;

* help non-communication majors improve their news reading and
writing levels;

* provide students with a skills-based immersion in news writing;

* learn about reporting, writing and editing the news;

* learn about how the recent convergence of print, broadcast and online
media is impacting journalism and public relations and how it may
affect the future.

Teaching methods:

* Lecture;

* Reading the assigned texts and handouts;

* Doing in-class and after-class assignments, discussion, guessing the
words, and so on;

* Doing a presentation;

* Hands-on reporting and writing news stories and features.

Teaching outcomes:

» Understand that news stories are accurate, complete, clear, concise and
attributed ;

* Learn that good reporting is based on interviews, research and observations;
* Learn the difference between fact and opinion and that reporters keep their
opinions and conclusions out of the story;

* Learn to use the inverted pyramid style of writing;

* Quote sources in direct quotes;

* Attribute all information to legitimate sources if not observed firsthand;

* Begin to develop the habit of using precise, active verbs and specific, solid
nouns in the subject-verb sentence form.
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Course Introduction

w—F | 2] 2 (Introduce course description and objectives, course
arrangements, requirements, structure, in-class and after-class
activity)

s |22 Tips for News Reading
(News reading basics)
News values

FH 22 (Reassess “news values” (newsworthiness) as a concept and
methodology in the digital age)
Headlines

HIUA 22 (Types of headlines, grammar of sentence headlines, purposes
&functions of headlines, linguistic features of headline)

n Leads

whHE |2 |2
(Introduction of leads, common mistakes, revise the lead)

e s Special Leads

HAR |2 |2 P
(How to choose a lead, write leads)
Inverted Pyramid

FLHE 122 (Use of the inverted pyramid format, guidelines for inverted
pyramid format)

YN ) 2 Course seminar
Quotations

FIUA |2 |2 (Types of quotations, direct quotation, partial quotations,
indirect or paraphrased quotations)
Lexical Features

HTA 122 (The extensive use of proper nouns and numbers, shortened
words, the appropriate use of modals and reporting verbs)




Capitalization

(Some guidelines for using capital letters)

Punctuation

(How to use different punctuation marks)

Feature Story

(Introduction, preparation, structure, personality in a feature
story)
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Ethics of Journalism

(Code of conduct, code of practice)

FHHA |2

Course Revision
(Systematic in-class activities for different teaching aims and
goals of this course)

Course Summary

(Summarize the key points of this course)

£%7E (Notes)




