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(Description)

This course aims to:




* prepare journalism and communication students for upper-level courses,
internships and the workplace;

* introduce them to the way reporters do their jobs — how they think, act and
produce newsworthy stories;

*  help non-communication majors improve their news reading and writing levels;

* provide students with a skills-based immersion in news writing;

* learn about reporting, writing and editing the news;

* learn about how the recent convergence of print, broadcast and online media is
impacting journalism and public relations and how it may affect the future.

Teaching methods:

¢ Lecture;

* Reading the assigned texts and handouts;

* Doing in-class and after-class assignments, discussion, guessing the words, and
o on;

* Doing a presentation;

* Hands-on reporting and writing news stories and features.

Teaching outcomes:

* Understand that news stories are accurate, complete, clear, concise and
attributed ;

*  Learn that good reporting is based on interviews, research and observations;

* Learn the difference between fact and opinion and that reporters keep their
opinions and conclusions out of the story;

* Learn to use the inverted pyramid style of writing;

* Quote sources in direct quotes;

* Attribute all information to legitimate sources if not observed firsthand,;

* Begin to develop the habit of using precise, active verbs and specific, solid nouns

in the subject-verb sentence form.
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