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(Description)

This is an advanced course built on the core courses such as Modern Chinese Language. Ideologically and
politically, this course aims to help students learn about the emergence and development of modern
Chinese language and the study of modern Chinese language in the context of the history of modern
Chinese social politics and cultural development, which will deepen their understanding of this specific
period of history and their comprehension of the Centennial History of the Party. Students’ self-confidence
of national culture will also get reinforced through the learning of the characteristics of Chinese language.
Academically, since grammar research is the most active and fruitful field of linguistic study in China, the
basic training in this field can also guide students to the theoretical frontier of linguistics.

This student-centered course is designed to provide students with a rational understanding of the
grammar system and the typological characteristics of their native language through studies and
discussions on topics in modern Chinese grammar research. Students are expected to attain a fundamental
level of competence in linguistic research, especially the essential skills in selecting topics, corpus,
research methods and argumentation methods. By enhancing students’ competence in basic grammar
research, their ability in logical and critical thinking and their capability in language application will also
be improved.

The issues with the highest methodological value in current grammar research are provided to help
students get in touch with the theoretical frontier of linguistics and foster students’ habits in observation

and analysis of daily language use. Special emphasis will be laid on students’ transformation from learners




to researchers.

Both classroom lectures and seminars will be employed in this course. Students are required to read
relevant literature before class, participate in classroom discussion, finish their coursework and complete a
linguistic thesis with a relevant topic. Final grade will be given according to the all the assignments listed

above.
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