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(Description)

This course is an optional course for students major in Chinese Language and
Literature.

Analects and Mencius are not only two important classics in ancient Chinese culture,
but also two examples of prose in the Chinese literary history, which have had a profound
influence on the ancient Chinese thought, culture and literature. Beginning with an
introduction to the life of Confucius and the cultural background of the Spring and
Autumn and Warring States period, the course will also introduce the intellectual and
cultural background of Mencius and the pre-Warring States period. Students will be asked
to read and reflect on important quotations from Analects and Mencius. In the spirit of
knowing people and the world, the course aims to enhance students' understanding of
traditional Confucianism, the system of the classics and the historical process of
interpretation, and to inspire them to think deeply about the humanistic connotations of
ancient China. It will not only contribute to the development of a reasonable
identification of students with traditional resources in the development of ancient and
modern societies, but also to the building of an individual's inner cultural disposition.

The students are asked to understand the main ideas of Confucianism and the
linguistic features of Analects and Mencius. It requires a certain knowledge of ancient
Chinese when reading the ancient classics.

Overview and close reading of the works will be used as the main teaching methods.




Learning requirements: active participation in the class discussion and completing the
coursework on time.
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