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(Description)

Ancient Chinese is a compulsory course for Chinese language and literature students.
It is both a foundation course and an instrumental course. On the one hand, it
teaches systemically the rudiments of theoretical knowledge on ancient Chinese,
elaborates on the linguistic laws and improves students’ theoretical competence in
the science of languages. On the other hand, grounded in these basic theories, it
develops student’s reading ability through a certain number of classic works. For the
first purpose above, taken theoretical systems as the primary consideration, the
course consists of four parts: characters, words, grammar and phonetics. For the
second purpose, out of the ultimate aim that is to enable students to read and
understand both the texts and ancient exegeses of Chinese classics, the course pores
over classic works, expounds specific words, and introduces reference books and
relevant culture knowledge.




The main issues of the course are about the structure of Chinese characters, the
similarities and differences in the meanings of words in different times, and the
unique grammatical phenomena in ancient Chinese; the difficulties lie in the reading
classics including ancient exegeses and understanding the rhyme in Chinese poetry
such as Shijing.

The teaching is based on lectures, with emphasis on discussion and interaction
between teachers and students at the same time. The grade for this course is a
combination of the final score and the daily performance, with 80% of scores in final
exam and 20% of scores from the daily performance which is based on students'
attendance, class participation and assignments.

The content of this course of is an important part of the excellent traditional Chinese
culture. The classics of Chinese culture contains a deep sense of family and country,
and also firm national confidence. The study of this course is a part of the education
of excellent traditional Chinese culture. We strengthen the content of ideological
education in order to deepen students’ moral cultivation and cultural literacy and to
better pass on excellent traditional Chinese culture.
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