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The English Applied Writing course focuses on the teaching and training of the
knowledge and skills of argumentative writing, personal statements writing in overseas
study applications, as well as cover letter writing in job application materials.
English argumentative writing is a very important skill. Argumentative essays show certain
views through argument and reasoning. The requirements for such essays are correct
views, sufficient and reasonable arguments, and strict logic. In this course, students will
*URFE A1 learn how to clearly express their attitude and position on the topic, and use a variety of
(Description) writing skills to persuade readers.
Personal statements and cover letter also have their own clear writing norms. This course
will guide students to understand the corresponding writing requirements and master some
core writing skills.
In the process of teaching and training, morality will be cultivated throughout the course.
The socialist core values will be strengthened. The students will also be guided to pay
attention to the practical problems and hot issues in the society.
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Unit 1 An overview of argumentative writing

Objectives: Writing Skills

1. Understand the nature and structure of argumentation

2. Distinguish argumentative writing from narrative and expository
writing

3. Identify topics appropriate for argumentation, develop arguments,
and be able to evaluate them critically

Activity: Analyze arguments on the relationship between human beings
and Nature

Discussion: Similarities and differences between Chinese and Western

views on Nature




Unit 2 How to make a good claim

Objectives: Writing Skills

1. Understand what a claim is

2. Distinguish different types of claims

3. Evaluate a claim and improve it

Activity: Identify and interpret different claims regarding the purpose of
education

Discussion: Similarities and differences in Chinese and Western views

on the purpose of education

Unit 3 How to support a claim

Objectives: Writing Skills

1. Support an argumentation claim

2. Distinguish types of support in argumentation

3. Compose statements that support arguments

Activity: Identify and understand perspectives related to juvenile
delinquency and gun control

Discussion: Identify and articulate cultural similarities and differences

regarding gun control
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Unit 3 How to support a claim and relevant exercises

Language Study:

1. Identify the signposting words for premises and conclusions

2. Use the signposting words to make a coherent argument

Exercise: Do you agree or disagree with the statement “Progress is

always a good thing”?
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Unit 4 How to make refutations

Objectives: Writing Skills

1. Anticipate opposing points of view in argumentation

2. Define and identify refutations in an argument

3. Make good refutations

Activity: Anticipate objections to commonly held views on
globalization and assess whether these objections identify significant
weaknesses in the views

Discussion: Understand cultural diversity and cultural homogeneity

é”dﬁ
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Comments on the students’ refutation writing
Class discussion based on students’ writing: merits, mistakes,

suggestions for improvement
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Unit 5 How to develop effective reasoning

Objectives: Writing Skills

1. Understand principles for effective reasoning

2. Distinguish different modes of reasoning

3. Evaluate the effectiveness of reasoning

Discussion: The differences in meaning between "reasoning" in English
and “F”in Chinese
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Unit 5 How to develop effective reasoning and relevant exercises
Language Study:

1. Understand the concept of hedging language and the need for it in
writing

2. Learn to use hedging language in writing when appropriate

Activity: Understand the issue of technological innovation and human
progress and understand differing claims regarding the relationship
between the two
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Unit 6 How to avoid logical fallacies
Objectives: Writing Skills

1. Understand the definition of logical fallacies
2. Distinguish different types of logical fallacies
3. Avoid logical fallacies in your own writing

Activity: Exercises in this unit
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Unit 6 How to avoid logical fallacies and relevant exercises

Language Study:

1. Use modal auxiliary verbs in hedging language

2. Use probability adjectives and adverbs in hedging language

3. Use frequency adverbs in hedging language

Discussion: Explore the implications and consequences of claims

regarding multiculturalism and humanism

Unit 7 How to evaluate evidence

Objectives: Writing Skills

1. Identify and distinguish different types of evidence

2. Determine whether the evidence is strong and adequate

3. Select and use relevant, strong and adequate evidence

Activity: Identify and interpret different perspectives on the issue of

gender differences and equality

Comments on students’ writing of evidence
Class discussion based on students’ writing: merits, mistakes,

suggestions for improvement

Unit 8 How to write with cohesion and coherence

Objectives: Writing Skills

1. Define "cohesion" and "coherence"

2. Identify techniques used to make writing cohesive and coherent

3. Distinguish cohesive/coherent writings from incoherent and/or
incohesive ones

4. Revise essays to make them more cohesive and coherent

Activity: 1. Identify and understand different perspectives on the issue
of war and peace 2. Argue for or against the possibility of lasting world

peace




BHUE (2 |2

Personal statement for university applications

1. Definition of personal statement

2. Ways of organizing a personal statement
Exercise: Write an outline of a personal statement
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Cover letter and Resume:

The writing of the application letter and resume for job hunting
1. Definition of cover letter and resume

2. Difference between a CV and a resume

3. Ways of constructing a cover letter and resume

Exercise: Write an outline of a cover letter and a complete resume

Review
FHAHNE |2 Wrap up the important points covered in the semester
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