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(Description)

English Rhetoric is an advanced course for the students in English major. It focuses
on the study of modern English rhetoric and major rhetorical devices, including the
rhetorical means in morphology, syntax, discourse, phonology and the comparative study
of common speech figures between English and Chinese. The lecture objective is to help
students understand the characteristics and rules of English language, probe into and
analyze English language from in depth, cultivate their rhetoric awareness and promote
their English communicative ability. At the same time, through the comparative study of
Chinese and English rhetoric, students can improve their sensitivity and discernment to the
differences between Chinese and English, and more love for Chinese and our culture.

This course integrates theory and practice and has strong practical value. It is an




indispensable learning field for senior students majoring in English language and literature,

and it is of great significance to improve students’ academic capability.

The differences in culture and ways of thinking between Chinese and Westerners
may lead to a lot of confusion for Chinese students in using English. In addition, because
of a lack of systematic study of rhetoric knowledge before, rhetoric devices of different
cultures will become difficulties and obstacles in students’ learning process.

The lecturer of this course not only attaches importance to the study of English
rhetoric principles, the features and functions of rhetorical devices, emphasizes students’
study of the process of English speech activities and the overall characteristics of
discourse, but also inspires students to observe and understand the similarities and
differences between English and Chinese expressions in a comparative way, so that she

will enhance their intercultural communication awareness and communicative ability .

The main principle of teaching mode is student-centered instruction which
promotes autonomy and active learning, therefore drastically altering the role of students
in such a way that they become the leaders of their learning process. Hence,it comes that
teachers inspires and encourages students to flexibly apply rhetoric theories to English and
Chinese examples, and ultimately come up with their own solutions to related language

cases.

Language cases will be selected to guide students to think actively and to expand
their thinking. And students are encouraged to participate in class discussions by
independently and flexibly applying what they have learned to practice and creatively

using English rhetoric devices.

Attendance, class participation and homework are essential for students to complete
this course, and are the basic assessment criteria for the course. This course requires

students to promptly attend classes and regularly participate in class activities.
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2~ M % Introduction to English Rhetoric
What is Rhetoric
Why Rhetoric is required
Examples of Rhetoric
How is rhetoric to be learned?
v E i 5
Definition and classification of English Rhetoric
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H2~ M % Rhetorical Appeals &Rhetorical Techniques
Ethos Pathos Logos:What Are They and How to Use Them
Rhetorical Strategies
FUFHE R SR
Identifying the Rhetorical Appeals

Implementing Rhetorical Techniques in Texts
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Understanding the Rhetorical Situation

(%N % What is the Rhetoric Situation?
identify who the communicator is.
Identify the issue at hand.
Identify the communicator’s purpose.
Identify the medium or method of communication.

Identify who the audience is.
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Identifying the differences in the rhetorical situations
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Task and Audience Analysis Exercise
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https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csu-fyw-rhetoric/chapter/rhetorical-strategies-building-compelling-arguments/
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. HE M % Rhetorical Analysis

*  How to write a Rhetorical Analysis essay

*  Language cases for Practice
= HrE S
*  Theories about Rhetorical Analysis and Critical Responses
*  How to write a Rhetorical Analysis essay
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*  how the speaker and the audience interact with each other
*  how the situation influences the author’s rhetorical choices
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. HEEM A Lexical Devices (1)
*  Significance of words choice
*  Words and the world
*  Language Register
= HrE RS
*  Understanding how specific words affect the style and meaning of
what people write
*  Language Register
*  How to Write with the appropriate level of formality.
0 EAE 5%
Make a list of five situations where students should use very formal
writing and five situations where more casual or even very informal
writing would be acceptable.
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* Introducing students to a powerful way of classifying language
—by levels of abstraction or concreteness or generality or
specificity
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. HEE A Lexical Devices (11)
*  General- Specific; Abstract- Concrete
*  Referential(Denotative)-Connotative(Emotive)

* Literal-Figurative

= FerE SR




*  Recognizing and using appropriate words, taking care to avoid
vagueness in language, jargon or slang in writing.
AR 5%
*  Identifying the words’ connotations in word groups with similar
denotations as positive, negative, or neutral words .
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% How word choice and language set the tone of an essay
. HEEN A Lexical Devices (111)
. Word Choices in application
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Word selection in academic writing
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*  Writing Application
Review a piece of writing that students have completed for school.
Circle any sentences with slang, clichés, or overly general words and

rewrite them using stronger language
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*  Identifying ways to vary sentence structure.

. HEEM A Syntactic Devices (1)

*  Rhetoric Pattern vs Syntactic Pattern

*  (lassification of English Sentences
*  Sentence Variety at Syntactic Level
= HrE S
*  Sentence Variety
*  Variety in Modifier Placement
AR 55
*  Write and revise sentence structure at the beginning of sentences.
*  Write and revise sentence structure by connecting ideas.
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. HEEM 4 Syntactic Devices (11)

e Loose vs Periodic Sentences

* Balanced Sentence and Parallelism
= HrE S
Identifying and applying Balanced Sentence and Parallelism in writing
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Review some examples and determine if the examples use parallel
structure correctly; if not, correct them.
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. HE~ W% Syntactic Figures of Speech in English(I1I)
*  Repetition,

e Chiasmus, Antithesis

Climax, Anticlimax
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Identifying Chiasmus, Antithesis in writing
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. #2~ M4 Semantic Figures of Speech in English (1)

*  Simile, Metaphor, Analogy
*  Personification
= HrE S
*  Identifying the Difference among Metaphor, Simile, and Analogy
*  Understanding the Persuasive Power of Analogy
AR 55
WE video: Metaphors :We Live By: George Lakoff & Mark Johnson
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o MBS T f# Metonymy, Synecdoche, Antonomasia

*  Transferred Epithet& Synesthesia
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. 2~ % Semantic Figures of Speech in English (II)

*  Metonymy, Synecdoche, Antonomasia

*  Transferred Epithet& Synesthesia
= HrE S
*  Cognitive Basis of Transferred Epithet
*  Transferred Epithet vs Metaphor & Personification
* Difference between Synesthesia and Transferred Epithet



https://copyblogger.com/metaphor-simile-and-analogy-whats-the-difference/
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. HEEW A Logical Figures of Speech in English (1)

= e  Parody
*  Hyperbole &Understatement
= HrE S
* Difference between Parody and Satire
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. HEEM A Logical Figures of Speech in English (II)
*  Oxymoron
*  Paradox
n - e Innuendo
o = R
*  Difference between Oxymoron and Paradox
e Oxymoron vs “X¥JJi”in Chinese
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. #U¥ N Phonetic Devices
B1-F *  Onomatopoeia

e Alliteration, Assonance, Consonance
*  Rhyme Scheme
e Pun
= B EA SR
e To Differ Alliteration , Assonance and Consonance
*  Modes of Punning




*  Homophones vs Homonym
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. HEE % Rhetoric & Composition
e Comparative rhetoric and cultural differences
*  Coherence &cohesion in Chinese and English
*  Paragraph Organization in Chinese and English
= HUrE RS
*  Coherence &cohesion in English
*  Writing in English way
VY fEMVAT%% Writing Application
Essay Writing
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