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(Description)

Selected Readings of British literature is a compulsory course for English majors,
and a compulsory core course for senior English majors who have acquired basic
language knowledge and ability of text reading. The course takes Chinese characteristic
socialism and Chinese dream education, and socialism core values education as basis,
briefly introduces the historical and cultural background of British literature, and guides
the students to know the representative classical writers and their works. Moreover,
through reading the representative works of main British writers, class discussion,
analysis, and reflection, students will primarily improve their knowledge of English
history, society and culture and the ability of critical thinking.

The course of Selected Readings of British literature is mainly to introduce, read and
discuss the selected parts of the representative works of famous British writers in
various periods. It focuses on reading, discussion and analysis of the literary works:
through understanding the development and changes of British literature, analyzing the
characteristics of writers and appreciating the details of literary works at the same time,
the students are preliminarily trained to understand and interpret the British literary
works and identify history and reality critically, are helped to master the Marxist world
outlook and methodology. Besides, from the dimension of history and reality, theory and
practice, compare and contrast, etc., students’ perception and understanding of British




literature, society and culture are enhanced.

The teaching methodology of Selected Readings of British literature is mainly based
on heuristic, interactive and mixed teaching. The interaction of preview after class is
combined with the interaction of lecture, question and answer and class discussion.
Students are required to attend classes on time and their attendance will be checked in
accordance with university regulations. Classroom attendance, participation and
after-class homework will be counted into the final score, accounting for 30% of the
total, and the final exam score will account for 70% of the total.
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Introduction

Unit 1 The Anglo-Saxon Period

HH— 2|2 1. Literary features of the period

2. Beowulf: Detailed analysis and discussion
Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 2 The Norman Period

Unit 3 The Age of Chaucer

EBRE |22 1. Literary features

2. The Canterbury Tales: Detailed analysis and discussion
Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 4 The Fifteenth Century

Unit 5 The English Renaissance

1. Edmund Spenser, Christopher Marlowe

2. Literary features

3. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 5 The Flourishing of Drama

1. William Shakespeare: Sonnet 18

FHUOE |2 ]2 2. Literary features

3. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 5 The Flourishing of Drama

1. William Shakespeare: Hamlet

BHE |2 |2 2. Literary features

3. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 5 William Shakespeare: Julius Caesar
Unit 6 The Seventeenth Century
1. John Donne, John Milton
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2. Literary features
3. Detailed analysis and discussion
Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 6 The Seventeenth Century

John Bunyan, John Dryden

Unit 7 The Eighteenth Century

R 2 |2 Daniel Defoe (The Rise of English Novel)

1. Literary features

2. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 7 The Eighteenth Century

The Rise of English Novel: Henry Fielding
n Jonathan Swift, Alexander Pope
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1. Literary features

2. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion




Unit 7 The Eighteenth Century

Samuel Johnson, Thomas Gray, Richard Sheridan
1. Literary features

2. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 7 The Eighteenth Century

Robert Burns, William Blake

1. Literary features

2. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 8 The Age of Romanticism

William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge

1. Historical background

2. Literary features

3. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 8 The Age of Romanticism

George Gordon Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, John Keats
1. Literary features

2. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 8 The Age of Romanticism

Charles Lamb Thomas de Quincey Walter Scott
1. Literary features

2. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion
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Unit 9 The Victorian Age

Novelists: Charles Dickens, William Thackeray

1. Literary features

2. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

WA 2|2

Unit 9 Victorian Female Novelists

Bronte Sisters, Mrs. Gaskell

1. Literary features

2. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion

Unit 9 The Victorian Poets

Alfred Tennyson, Robert Browning

1. Literary features

2. Detailed analysis and discussion

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion
Term summary + Review
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