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(Description)

This course is one of the core courses for undergraduates majoring in English, which
is offered in the sixth semester. It aims to guide students to master the basic methods of
academic research, so as to cultivate their basic ability of conducting research in
humanities and social science and the ability of academic writing.

This course focuses on both theory and practice, and is lecture-oriented, combined
with classroom discussion and project learning. It focuses on the following contents:
introducing the concept, nature and characteristics of academic research, as well as
academic ethics and norms; enabling students to learn how to effectively collect, screen,
read, analyze and standardize the use of relevant academic literature; helping students to
grasp the concept, nature, characteristics and classification of academic papers, explaining




the reasonable process of paper writing, mainly including paper topic selection, paper
frame construction, thesis development, etc.; requiring students to study the basic research
methods of humanities and social sciences, such as qualitative and quantitative methods,
prescriptive and descriptive methods, corpus methods, etc., and study and discuss the
application of these methods in English research.

The course encourages students to practice research and writing in the process of
studying various research methods and academic writing, and arranges appropriate time for

students to make presentations in class.
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Unit 1: What is research?
1, FEZWHNZF: Definition of research; Process of research;
Classification of research
B—R 22110 |0 |0 |0 |2 #ZH&EHE: Definition of research; Process of research
3. #2EAE RS Process of research
4. #=J5i%: Lecture and discussion
5. 1EMb: Questions and tasks following the chapter
Unit 2: Developing research questions
1. EZEWNZ: Procedures; Problems in question formation
w1 21210 lo |o |o 2. ?ﬁ?%'ﬁ Procedures of research
3. #EFHEST: Narrowing down the research topic
4. #*#J5i%: Lecture and discussion
5. Ek: Questions and tasks following the chapter
Unit 3: Reading the literature
1. F Z P % : Sources of literature; Procedures for reviewing
literature;
Summarizing the literature: summary & paraphrase
B=H |22]0 |0 |0 |0 writing; Index card
2. #&H T: Procedures for reviewing literature
3. #EFHMEST: Summarizing the literature
4. #*#J5i%: Lecture and discussion
5. 1Eb: Questions and tasks following the chapter
Unit 4: Literature research method  (SCRAE)
1. FEEWNE: Types and sources of literature; Analysis of second-hand
Data; Content analysis; Strength and weakness of
. literature research method
FEUE |22 ]0 [0 |0 |0 .
2. #ZH 0: Analysis of second-hand data; Content analysis
3. #EFHELT: Content analysis
4. #*#J5i%: Lecture and discussion
5. Ek: Questions and tasks following the chapter
Unit 5: Theoretical research method  C/EHHZE/FR 40178
1. EZIPHNZ: Selecting a theoretical framework; Analyze
Cases/examples; Reach a conclusion; Exclude
w5 121210 o |o |o alternative interpretations

2. #H 5 Analyze cases/examples

3. #MEST: Exclude alternative interpretations

4. #¥ )51k Lecture and discussion

5. /Ek: Questions and tasks following the chapter




Unit 6 Selecting research designs
1. FEWNZ: Literature, Theoretical, Quantitative and Qualitative
design; Links between questions and design; A mono-
s |2 ) df:s'ign 'or .a mixed design?
2. - H 5: Originality in vocabulary research
3. - HESS: Empirical approaches in vocabulary research
4. #*:J7i%: Lecture and discussion
5. /Ek: Questions and tasks following the chapter
Unit 7: A survey study
1. EZPHNZ: Questionnaire design; Scaling techniques; Selecting
subjects; Administering the questionnaire; Quantitative
sLE |2 ) dada analysis
2. #2FHE 5. Questionnaire design; quantitative data analysis
3. #2AME S Quantitative analysis
4. #*:J7i%: Lecture and discussion
5. /Ek: Questions and tasks following the chapter
Unit 8: A case study
1. EZIPHNZ: Whatis a case study; Selecting the subjects; Collecting
data; Qualitative data analysis
EINE |2 2. #H . Collecting data
3. #2EAE S Qualitative data analysis
4. #*:J7i%: Lecture and discussion
5. /Ek: Questions and tasks following the chapter
Unit 9: Corpus-based method
1. FEZEPHNZ: Construction or selection of a corpus; Tools for analysis
of corpus data; Application of corpus-based method
EYINL| 2 2. #2FHE 5. Construction of a corpus
3. #H2EAE RS . Application of corpus-based method
4. # % J77k%: Lecture and discussion
5. 1EMb: Questions and tasks following the chapter
Unit 10: An experimental study
1. FEZIPHN%: Whatis an experimental study; Causality; Validity in
experimentation; Types of experimental studies;
s1m |2 ) Procedures for an experimental study
2. #2FFE 5. Procedures for an experimental study
3. H2EMERS: Causality;  Validity in experimentation
4. # % J77%: Lecture and discussion
5. 1EMb: Questions and tasks following the chapter
Unit 11: How to write literature review
1. EZEHNZ: Whatis a literature review and its significance;
Organization of a literature review; Justifications for
B—m | 2 “ the r.ese?rch | |
2. #E 5. Organization of a literature review
3. & HET: Justifications for the research
4. #ZJ5i%: Lecture and discussion
5. 1EMb: Questions and tasks following the chapter




Unit 12: How to write methodology

EE N % Participants; Instruments; Data-collection; Data-analysis
. F2EH N Data analysis

. FEEMEST: Data analysis

. #2# )51k Lecture and discussion

fENL: Questions and tasks following the chapter
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Unit 13: How to write body part

1. FEZPHNZ: Outline writing; Results/Findings: order and form;
Discussion: explanation, judgement, implication

. A HE N Results/Findings

. #2EMERL: Discussion

. #2771k Lecture and discussion

fENL: Questions and tasks following the chapter
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Unit 14: How to write introduction and conclusion

1. FEZPHNZ: Introduction: Background, methods and significance of
the research; Conclusion: major findings, implication,
recommendations for future research

. # %4 HE 5. Background, implication

. FEEMES : Significance of the research

. #2277k Lecture and discussion

fENL: Questions and tasks following the chapter
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Unit 15: How to write abstract, key words and acknowledgement

FEE N % : Functions and structures of abstracts; Functions of key
words; Functions and structures of acknowledgements

2. #%#H 5: Functions and structures of abstracts

3. #2EMEAT: Functions and structures of abstracts

4. # % J77k%: Lecture and discussion

5. 1EMb: Questions and tasks following the chapter

Unit 16: Documentation and referencing mechanics

1. EZHNZ: MLAstyle; APA style; Bibliography
CHEEES . MLA style; APA style;

. B Literature from special sources

. 2 J7i%: Lecture and discussion

N% Questions and tasks following the chapter
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