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(Description)

“Understanding Contemporary China—A Public Speaking Course” is an important part of
the “Understanding Contemporary China” course series. This course is guided by Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. By taking this course,
students will acquire knowledge and skills while cultivating their integrity and wisdom.
Besides, students will understand and practise the core values of Chinese socialism, and learn
to integrate personal fulfillment with social and national development. The course is designed
to further improve students’ six key competences: English language competence, research
competence, critical thinking competence, communication competence, collaboration
competence and creativity competence. The aim of this course is to help student become a
confident speaker, a better critical thinker, and a good public communicator through public
speaking, debate, discussion, argumentation, evaluation and reflection. The class modules
include lead-in, reading and listening, listening material analysis, telling China’s story to the
world, language in focus, further reading and listening. The course will enhance their multiple
abilities such as cross-cultural ability, self-learning ability and cooperative ability, so they can

achieve all-round development.




The course sticks to students-oriented teaching with the teacher as a guide, and employ a
situational teaching approach to encourage cooperative leaning, inquiry-based learning and
blended-learning. It has designed teaching procedures including pre-class listening and
researches, in-class guidance and discussions, and after-class preparation and speech
presentation to strengthen the interactions between students and teachers as well as among
students, and to improve students’ individualized learning effects and flexibility.

Checks on the attendance of this course are weekly. The teacher will attach great
importance to the frequency and quality of students’ participation in class
discussions. Students are expected to do much research before and after class, make
preparations and find evidence for their arguments and speak up in class. There are 2-3 public

speeches for each student in the semester.
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