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(Description)

Creative writing has been around for nearly a hundred years in the West, with a set of teaching
models. It is one of the well-developed courses in colleges and universities in major
English-speaking countries. Creative writing includes the writing of fiction, nonfiction and
poetry, and other literary genres. This course focuses on the writing of fiction, i.e., the writing
of short stories in English. Based on the specificity of Chinese students and with reference to
the teaching of creative writing in the West, this course introduces the methods and techniques
of writing short stories from three aspects: language, content and techniques, respectively. The
course provides a large number of writing demonstrations and practical writing exercises,
which will enable students to master the key points of English short story writing and complete
a recognizable English short story in a relatively short time, laying the foundation for their
further study of English creative writing. At the same time, this course can also greatly help
students achieve better English proficiency so that they can better and more effectively tell
Chinese stories and spread Chinese culture.

This course is for sophomore English majors. After completing the basic training of the English
language, they have certain English writing skills and need to further learn various writing
skills and understand the characteristics of various genres. This course will meet their needs

well.
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unit I Introduction to Creative Writing
1. What is creative writing?
2. A Brief History of Creative Writing

3. Sample Creative Writing




4. What makes a good story?

5. Creative writing and narrative

6. Requirements of the course

BFETE WK

N BB Why do we need to write stories in English?
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unit 2 Descriptive Language

What Is Descriptive Language?

Why is Descriptive Language Different?
The History of Descriptive Language
Metaphors and Similes

Using Figurative Language

Two-Step of Descriptions

Descriptive Language in Literature
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. Descriptive Language in Creative Writing
BETE HR
{E:k: Finding out the descriptive language in “To build a fire”

Unit 3 Showing Instead of Telling

1. What Is Showing and What Is Telling

2. How to Avoid Telling?

3. Examples of Showing in Creative Writing
BFTTE WK
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Unit4 Reading as a Writer

1. Why Read Like a Writer?
Ways to read a book.

How to Read Like a Writer?

Examples of Imitating the Voice
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. Reading and writing
BFETTE Wi
£\ Reading: “Yellow Woman”
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Unit 5 Collecting Materials for Writing

1. The Starting Point of a Good Story

Finding What to Write About: What Goes Into a Good Story Idea?
Seven Ways to Come Up With Great Story Ideas

How to Give a Title to a Story
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. Examples of Writing Stories from Writing Materials
BFEIE Wi
£ Reading: “Araby”
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Unit 6 The Structure of a Story

1. What Is the Structure of a Short Story?
Pyramid Structure

Types of Linear Structure

Seven story structures

The Structure of “Araby”
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6. The Activating Incident in “Araby”
HFTTE WK

fEMv: Analyze the structure in “Blood is thinner than water”
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Unit 7 Story of Plots

1. Whatis plot?

2. What is conflict?

3. The element of fiction that sets up, develops, and resolves a
conflict

4. Types of conflicts

5. Plotin “who is afraid of a widow”.
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{EAl: Design an outline of the plot of a story.
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Unit 8 Story of Characters

1. Characters & Characterization
Characterization: Direct Characterization
Characterization: Indirect Characterization
The Three Dimensional Character
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. An Example of Three Dimensional Characters

BEF R PR

A\l : 544> Using indirect characterization to describe a person you
are familiar with (at least 300words)

FE

Unit 9 Story of Scenes

What Are Scenes?

What comprises a scene?
Summary narration and scenes

A story is the sum of many scenes
The Functions of Scenes

Scenes and Elements of a Story
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. Examples of Scenes
BEF R PR
£\l : Analyze the scenes in “To build a fire"
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Unit 10 The Dialogue in a Story

What Are Dialogues?

How to Punctuate a Dialogue?

How to Write a Dialogue?

The Functions of Dialogues

DO and DON'Ts of Dialogue Writing

. Examples of Dialogues
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. B5{E% 3] writing a dialogue  (at least 200words)
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Unit 11. The Narrator of a Story

1. Introduction of point of view
2. Types of point of view
3. Functions of point of view
E1+—F |2 2 4. Violation of POV
5. Showing and telling in POV
6. How to Use the POV
BFTTE WK
£\l : Analyze the point of view in “The Egg”.
Unit 12 The Beginning and the Ending of a Story
1. How to Begin a Story
2. Types of beginning of story
P 3. How to end a story?
Bt=R |2 |2 4. Types of Effective Endings
5. The Beginning and Ending in “Beautiful Kidneys”
BFTTE WK
£\l : Analyze the beginning and ending in “A Rose for Emily”
Unit 13 Specification, Logic, Unpredictability
1. What is Specification, Logic, and Unpredictability?
s |2 ) 2. How to be Specification, Logic, and Unpredictability?

3. specification, Logic, Unpredictability in “My Love is a Nun”
BETE HR

£\l : Reading: “The woman without a face”
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Unit 14 Correcting Grammatical Mistakes
1. Errors with verbs

Errors with nouns

Errors in sentences

Errors in Logic
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. Dangling Participles and Misplaced Modifiers
BETE WX

&)V Errors correction
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Unit 15 Revising the Story

1. A concise guide to story revision
2. How to revise the story?

3. Examples of revision
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{E\V: revision exercise

FtAAE |2 |2

B3 R4

Bt 32 |32

%7 (Notes)










	《基础创意写作》课程大纲

