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Selected Readings of English Poetry is a selective course for English majors, and
a course for senior English majors who have acquired basic language knowledge
and ability of text reading and appreciation. The course takes Chinese characteristic
socialism and Chinese dream education, and socialism core values education as
basis, briefly introduces the historical and cultural background of selected English
poetry, and guides the students to know the representative poets and their works.
Moreover, through reading the representative poetry, class discussion, appreciation,
analysis, and reflection, students will primarily improve their knowledge of English
history, society and culture and the ability of appreciation of and critical thinking
about English the language.

The course of Selected Readings of English Poetry is mainly to introduce, read,
appreciate, and discuss the whole poem or selected lines of the representative
poems of famous poets in various periods. It focuses on reading, appreciation,
discussion and analysis of the poems: through understanding the development and
changes of English poetry, analyzing the characteristics of poets and appreciating




the lines of poems at the same time, the students are preliminarily trained to
understand, appreciate and interpret the English poems and identify history and
reality critically, and are helped to master the Marxist world outlook and
methodology. Besides, from the dimension of history and reality, theory and
practice, compare and contrast, etc., students’ perception and understanding of
British literature, society and culture are enhanced.

The teaching methodology of Selected Readings of English Poetry is mainly
based on heuristic, interactive and mixed teaching. The interaction of preview after
class is combined with the interaction of lecture, question and answer and class
discussion. Students are required to attend classes on time and their attendance will
be checked in accordance with university regulations. Classroom attendance,
participation and after-class homework will be counted into the final score,
accounting for 30% of the total, and the final exam score will account for 70% of the

total.
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Unit 1 Elements of Poetry

William Shakespeare

Sonnet 18 Sonnet 73

Summer for thee, grant | may be

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 2 John Donne

A Valediction

The Flea

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 3 John Milton

Sonnet 19 / On His Deceased Wife

Andrew Marvell

To His Coy Mistress

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 4 Robert Burns

A Red, Red Rose

William Wordsworth

The Lost Love

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 5 William Wordsworth

Composed Upon Westminster Bridge

George Gordon Byron

She Walks in Beauty

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 6 Percy Bysshe Shelley

Ozymandias

John Keats

On First Looking into Chapman's Homer / Ode on a Grecian Urn
Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 7 Lord Alfred Tennyson

Break, Break, Break

Robert Browning

Home Thoughts from Abroad

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 8 Walt Whitman

Captain O Captain

Song of Myself

When | Heard the Learn’d Astronomeron
Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 9 Emily Dickinson

I’'m Nobody! Who are you?

Tell all the truth but tell it slant —

Because | Could Not Stop for Death

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 10 Robert Frost

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening

The Road Not Taken

Fire and Ice

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion

Unit 11 Thomas Hardy

Afterwards

W. B. Yeats

The Lake Isle of Innisfree

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion

Unit 12 Ezra Pound

In a Station of the Metro

The River-Merchant's Wife: A Letter

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 13 T. S.Eliot
The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock
Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 14 Wallace Stevens

Anecdote of the Jar

William Carlos Williams

The Red Wheelbarrow

Methodology: textual analysis and class discussion
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Unit 15 Langston Hughs

The Negro Speaks of Rivers

Mother to Son

Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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Unit 16 Dylan Thomas

Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night
Methodology: poetry analysis and class discussion
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