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(Description)

Introduction to Linguistics is an obligatory course for English majors, available at the first
semester for sophomores. The teaching language will be English, and reading materials are in
English. Examples concerning relevant theories are largely from English.

This course introduces basics of language study proper and the interdisciplinary
knowledge between language and other research fields. This course covers the following
topics: introduction to linguistics, phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics,

pragmatics, language change, language and society, language and culture, first language




acquisition, second language acquisition, language and mind etc..

The major parts of this course are the chapters about language studies proper, and the
difficult parts might be the abstract concepts, definitions, principles and theories in each
chapter.

The students will be required to preview the relevant chapters each time before going into
the classroom, to raise and post onto the course Wechat group or other learning platform at
least one in-depth question concerning the chapter to be covered on the basis of their
observation of the daily language use (either from English, other second languages, or
Chinese) ; and they are encouraged to participate in the classroom discussion in a variety of
ways: asking for elaboration, doubting the current theories or principles, analyzing the facts
about daily language use with the theories or principles at issue; the third task each of the
student has to accomplish is to select from Chapters concerning language change, language and
society, language and culture a topic which interests them to conduct a 10-minute presentation
while attending classes after the branches of linguistics have been introduced.

After taking the course, the students will get familiar with the basic theories, principles in
linguistics, further their understanding of human languages and cultures, enhance their
scientific awareness in linguistic studies, improve their scientific literacy, strengthen critical
thinking skills and make their daily language use more effectively. At the same time, they will
be more proud of our own languages and cultures after having found the similarities and

differences among the world languages and cultures.
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Chapter 1  Introduction:
1.1 Scope of linguistics
1.2 Definition of language
1.3 Origin of languages

Chapter 1  Introduction:

s 1.4 From vocal to written form
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1.5 Design features of language

Chapter 1 Introduction:
1.6 Functions of language
1.7 Distinctive comparisons

Chapter 2 Phonology (Phonetics)
2.1 Organs of speech
A 212100 0|0 2.2 Transcriptions of speech sounds

2.3 Classification of English speech sounds

Chapter 2 Phonology (Phonology)
2.4 Phone, phoneme, allophone
X 21210 |0 |0 |O 2.5 Phonemic contrast, minimal pair

2.6 Some rules in phonology

2.7 Suprasegmental features
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Chapter 3 Morphology
3.1 Morpheme
3.2 Analyzing word structures
3.3 Derivational and inflectional morphemes
3.4 Morphological rules of word formation

FLHE

Chapter 4  Syntax
4.1 Categories
4.2 Phrase structure rule
4.3 Phrase elements
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Chapter 4  Syntax
4.4 Sentences
4.5 Transformations
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Chapter 5 Semantics
5.1 Views concerning the study of meaning
5.2 Lexical meaning
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Chapter 5 Semantics
5.3 Sense relations between sentences

5.4 Analysis of meaning
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Chapter 6 Pragmatics
6.1 Some basic notions
6.2 Speech act theory
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Chapter 6 Pragmatics
6.3 Principles of conversation
6.4 Cross-cultural pragmatic failure
6.5 Politeness principle
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Chapter 10-11 Language Acquisition (L1 & L2)
10.1 Theories of L1 acquisition
10.2 Cognitive development of L1 acquisition
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Chapter 10-11 Language Acquisition (L1 & L2)
10.3 Language environment and the CPH
10.4 Stages in L1 acquisition
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Chapter 10-11 Language Acquisition (L1 & L2)
11.1 Contrastive analysis, error analysis, interlanguage 11.2 The
role of L1 in L2 acquisition
11.3 L2 learning models
11.4 Individual differences

Chapter 12 Language and Brain
12.1 Neurolinguistics: human brain
12.2 Methods for the study of the human brain
12.3 Psycholinguistics: psycholinguistic research methods 12.4
Linguistics and language processing
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