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Sociology of religion starts with classical sociology, focuses on the development of sociology as a
discipline of social sciences, the turning point of 20™ century marks sociologists’ construction of
methodological rules and question clusters under the condition of modern society. Based on the classic
thesis set by Marx, Weber and Durkheim, Parsons’s theory and its critics in the U.S., Aron, Levi-Strauss,
Bourdieu in France, Frankfurt School in Germany etc. are the representative of their times and certain
theoretical traditions. Sociological theory is the backbone of sociology, this course will help students to
form a good frame of their knowledge of sociology, also help them learn to combine Chinese experience
with western theory, to analyze Chinese society and foster the growth of sociological theory on the

ground of Chinese society.
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