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(Description)

This course is a fundamental course of social research methods. Starting with this
course, students begin to systematically study social science research methodology,
research methods and specific research techniques, write research proposal, practice
scientific research field study and write academic essays and paper, which also lays the
foundation for further study of advanced methods courses. The guide course of this
course is “Introduction to Sociology”, and connects with courses such as "Social Statistics",
"Social Statistical Software" and "Quantitative and qualitative research methods", forming
a complete and continuous research method and technical course group.

The goal of this course is to enable students to: (1) Guide students to form a
scientific and critical way of thinking, master the research methodology, basic logic and
process of (social) scientific research; master the basic terms and basic skills used in the
process of social research; (2) Master the commonly used qualitative and quantitative
research methods; cultivate students' basic ability to conduct scientific and standardized
academic research, design and implement simple research projects and the ability to
process and analyze data, as well as preliminary knowledge of statistical software and
thesis writing. (3) Able to independently complete the research design of small research
projects, and conduct complete project research according to the corresponding research
methods, and be able to evaluate the qualitative and quantitative research results of
other researchers. From the moral and value perspective , this course can cultivate
students' scientific way of thinking and scientific research methods to seek truth from
facts. Through the use of scientific research methods, we can have a more comprehensive
and accurate understanding of the current situation and development conditions of
today's China and the world, no matter our family or community, ethnic group and NGOS,
to better understand our social conditions, and establish ideals and beliefs that combine
our professional development with national development and social progress. Understand
and follow the research ethics,be integrity when conduct social research project.

This course is practical, operational, and applicable. It mainly introduces the basic
principles, methodological background, common methods and their characteristics of
sociological research, the basic principles and general procedures of sociological research,
the main types of sociological research and how to conduct field study. Design,

conceptualization and operationalization of social phenomena, the principle of sampling




survey and various specific data collection methods, such as questionnaire method,
observation method, interview method, experimental method and secondhand data
method, etc. Specific data analysis methods, including statistical analysis and coding
analysis, and methods of writing sociological research reports and evaluating social
research outcomes.

Main teaching methods: mainly classroom lectures, supplemented by group
discussions, research design projects, individual tutoring, field teaching, case analysis, etc.

Achieve "five ‘able to do’": be able to search for literature and data; be able to write
research plans (proposals); be able to do field study; be able to appreciate quantitative

and qualitative works; be able to write research reports (or academic papers).
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