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(Description)

The course, as an optional course for undergraduate students in sociology, focuses on
complete, deep reading of the classical works, especially, the classical “research work” in
sociology . The course elected eight classical research works in west sociology and early
Chinese sociology, including Karl Mars’ The Eighteen Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte,
Durkheim’s On Suicide, Max Weber’s The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism,
Marcel Mauss’ The Gift, Quentin Pan’s The Chinese Question of Family, Fei Hsiao-tung’s
Peasant Life in China, LinYueh-Hwa’s The Golden Wing and T'ung-tsu Ch'u’s Local
Government in China under the Ch'ing. These works cover historical-oriented research,
“positive” research and anthropological studies. The course aims to improve students’
capacity of reading and writing (reading report and academic papers); through reading and
studying divergent research texts in sociology, helping students understand the way of
combination of theory and experience in sociological research, and the approach to

incorporating substantive issues into concrete research.
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