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1. Course overview and teaching objectives

With the emergence of massive data and information, it is urgent for researchers to have
the ability to mine valuable information from massive data. Quantitative research is a basic
skill in social sciences research, and social statistical software is the main tool for
quantitative research. The major contents of this course involve the introduction and basic
use of current mainstream social statistical software Stata and SPSS. This is a basic course
of social statistical software. It is designed for students with zero or weak foundation of
social statistical software. The purpose is to establish a solid foundation for students to
independently use relevant statistical software to carry out quantitative research, and also
to reserve knowledge and skills for subsequent study of advanced analysis methods of

social statistical software.

2. Keys and difficulties of the course
This course will focus on data entry and reading in software, basic processing of variables,
descriptive statistical of data, correlation analysis of data, single factor and double factor

analysis, hypothesis test and model analysis of data. The difficulties lie in how students




translate their research objectives into software language, let the software assist the
research, and then convert the outputs of the software into standard academic expression to

support their research problems.

3. Basic requirements of the course

The usual performance of this course accounts for 30%, including more than 5 assignments
and usual classroom performance; The final score accounts for 70%. Students must
complete a course paper with more than 5000 words, and use the software they have

learned to analyze the data and explain the results in their paper.
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