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(Description)

The course ‘Introduction to Social Work' is a required subject for sociology major. It's
aimed at introducing the basic concepts and history, current development and practical
operation of social work, as well as the profession’s main practice methods and values, so
as to help students grasp the features of social work as one applied field of sociology, and
to obtain related knowledge and skills ready for performance. Meanwhile the course
expects to strengthen the students’ recognition of and identity with the localized
development of China’s professional social work. The main content of the course includes
the meaning and its evolution of ‘social work’, the brief history of social work in Western
countries and in China, especially the development and the present situation of specific
fields of social work in China, with focal points on the constitution, operation, challenges
and prospects of the profession. Through studying this course, the students from
sociology major are expected to understand the importance of social work and its
professional development, and try to apply the basic theory and methods of sociology in
analyzing and exploring the development of social work. The teaching and learning
methods of the course include the following: teacher’s lectures, discussion, students’
reading materials after class and writing papers or reports, as well as field visit, team work
and presentations. The students are required to attend classes and all activities and fully

participate in, and complete three assignments.
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