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(Description)

The course “Introduction to the Classics of Chinese History” takes students through a
selection of classic works on the study of Chinese history in China and the West, each
of which should represent a historical trend or a widely influential research method, with
a view to providing students with an understanding of the main paradigms and methods in
the study of Chinese history in China and the West. These books represent different
paradigms of historical writing and research, including “new general history”, local elite
theory, global and local history, women’ s history, and the history of the Chinese Communist
Party. Students will gain a deeper understanding of the truth and cultural values of Chinese
tradition, gain a “through” understanding of Chinese history and culture, and develop an
awareness and vision of “general history” behind the study of intergenerational and
specialized history. It also provides an insight into the process of exploring the Chinese
way of modernization through an understanding of the outstanding achievements of American
Sinology and the representative works on the history of the Chinese Communist Party.
Key Points and Difficulties: China has been a large country since ancient times, with a
vast territory and complex ethnic groups, and the living conditions and customs of its
people vary greatly from region to region. To develop students’ ability to think

independently and to accelerate the construction of a disciplinary, academic and discourse




system in history with Chinese characteristics. To help students understand the latest

developments and research interests in the study of history.
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