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(Description)

This course is an elective offered to undergraduate students majoring in History. It aims to present the
multi-dimensional and profound changes in ancient Chinese politics. From the politics of the Zhou
Dynasty nobility to the interactions between the imperial examination system and society during the
Ming Dynasty, this course constructs an extensive yet detailed historical panorama.

The interaction between power structures, institutional design, and ideological constructs in ancient
Chinese politics forms the core of this course. Whether it's the establishment of the nobility system, the
enfeoffment system, the official salary system, or the formation of scholar-gentry politics, the
distribution of power and the construction of institutions are always key factors in political changes.
Moreover, the theoretical frameworks and their evolution from the Confucian, Legalist, and Daoist
schools not only reflect the political thoughts of ancient China but also profoundly influence specific
institutional designs and political choices. Additionally, the course underscores the influence of regional
factors on political forms. From the localization of history in the Song Dynasty, the political groups of the
central and local governments under the Yuan Dynasty rule, to the interaction between the imperial
examination system and social changes in the Ming Dynasty, the course will discuss the shaping of
political order from the perspective of the "Central-Local" relationship.

Through a deep discussion of historical events, figures, thoughts, and works, this course reveals the basic
characteristics and rules of the evolution of ancient Chinese politics. Understanding the history of

ancient Chinese politics involves not only changes in regime and power struggles but also requires a




perspective of political history to understand cultural trends, social structures, and their interactions

with political forces.
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