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(Description)

Marxist Theory of History, also known as historical materialism or historical materialist
view, is a comprehensive viewpoint and explanation of human historical development based
on a thorough materialist standpoint. It profoundly reveals the fundamental motives, overall
process, general laws, and inevitable trends of human historical development, scientifically
explaining the ultimate causes of social-historical development. Historical materialism is a
complete scientific system composed of basic principles, principles, and viewpoints, which
includes a series of interconnected basic principles and principles, as well as the embedded
standpoint and methods of historical materialism. The basic principles of historical
materialism include the principle that social existence determines social consciousness, the

principle that productive forces determine productive relations, and the principle that the




economic base determines the superstructure. The theory of class struggle, the theory of
social forms, and the theory that the people create history are the basic theories of historical
materialism. The viewpoints of production, the masses, and classes are the fundamental
viewpoints of historical materialism. The methods of class analysis, economic analysis, and
interest analysis are the basic methods of historical materialism.

This course is an elective course offered to the entire school and belongs to the basic
courses of the history major. The main content of this course includes the basic concepts,
principles, theories, and methods of Marxist Theory of History (historical materialism). It aims
to enable students to grasp the basic concepts of Marxist Theory of History (such as
productive forces and productive relations), understand the three basic principles of Marxist
Theory of History (social existence determines social consciousness, productive forces
determine productive relations, and the economic base determines the superstructure), and
comprehend the five basic theories of Marxist Theory of History (theory of historical
dynamics, theory of social forms, theory of class and class struggle, theory of the people
creating history, and theory of world history), as well as the three basic methods (class
analysis, economic analysis, and interest analysis).

Marxist historical materialism is a scientific theoretical system that guides historical
research. Through studying this course, students majoring in this field will gain a preliminary
understanding of the basic principles, viewpoints, and methods of Marxist Theory of History,
resist various idealistic historical views and historical nihilism trends, enhance their conscious
application of Marxist Theory of History in guiding historical research, and consolidate the

guiding position of Marxist Theory of History in the field of history.
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