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(Description)

The course focus on Han Shu and aims to lead students to read classic works of history.
Why do we read Han Shu? It is determined by it’s achievements and status. First of all, Han
Shu is the first history book about great unified dynasty in Chinese history, and succesfully
describes the scale and achievements of the unified society of Former Han Dynasty. Second,
Han Shu has a deep understanding of history, which contains with rich statecraft and historical
wisdom. Third, there is a significant historical value in Han Shu, for which is the first to set a
good example for future historians, and becoming a model for traditional Chinese
historiography. How do we read Han Shu? According to Zhang Xuecheng's theory and
methodology of "knowing people and discussing the world", firstly, we need to understand
who wrote this historiographical classic? In what situation did he write it? Such a situation
includes the political and social aspects at the time, and the status of the compilers
themselves. Secondly, we should specifically read Basic annals, Ranked biographies profiles,
Treatises of monograph, and Tables of important events of Han Shu from the aspects of the
characteristics of the times, the canonical system, the sources of historical materials, historical
compilation, narrative methods, and character evaluation. Our purpose is to help students
established systematically understanding on a history book, obtain a foundation in learning,
acquire some necessary reading and research methods, and use these methods to draw

inferences about other cases from one instance. This is a very practical course, and it require




students to work hard, spend time, and read carefully, so that it will be more rewarding from

the course.
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