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This course in paleography introduces students to the ancient Chinese written documents of the Yin
Dynasty, the Western Zhou, the Spring and Autumn, and the Warring States times, and their historical
value. The focus of the course is on the Shang and Zhou oracle bone inscriptions, and the Yin and Zhou
bronze inscriptions. In addition to the basics of oracle bone morphology and the structure of divination,
we will also discuss the Yin and Shang civilizations recorded in the oracle bones. In the Yin and Zhou
bronze inscription section, the course will first introduce the types and functions of bronzes, then

NN describe the textual and period characteristics of Yin bronze inscription, Western Zhou bronze
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o inscription, Spring and Autumn bronze inscription, and Warring States bronze inscription, and analyze
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the historical value of bronze inscription for the study of the Shang and Zhou civilizations. This course
will focus on the theories and concepts of the discipline, so that students will receive formal academic
training, so that they will learn to use the terminology of the discipline correctly and understand the
system of the discipline clearly. The aim of this course is to enable students to read first-hand ancient
written materials, to become familiar with the glyphs of commonly used ancient scripts and to be able to
write them, to be able to analyze the historical value of ancient scripts, and to be able to use oracle bone

inscriptions and bronze inscriptions to explore the characteristics of the Shang and Zhou civilizations.
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