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(Description)

Tunhuangology is a world-renowned international study, and covers almost all aspects of
the ancient Chinese society. It is not only of great significance to the exploration of ancient
Chinese history and culture, but also has a profound impact on the exploration of the history
of cultural exchanges between China and foreign countries. For more than a hundred years
since its origination, Tunhuangology has been highly valued by the academia and has
developed rapidly. However, as a specialized study, Tunhuangology has a rather steep
learning curve. At the same time, for those who gained an in-depth understanding of the
study, there will be inexhaustible treasures.

This course intends to introduce the academic characteristics of Tunhuangology by
discussing the distinct features of the study, exploring the art of Dunhuang grottoes,
combining Dunhuang's history with culture, highlighting the relationship and difference
between Tunhuangology and other archaeological studies. The goal is to enable the students
to get a foundational and layer-by-layer understanding of Tunhuangology so that even if they
do not specialize in Tunhuangology, students can still gain benefits from the learning
experience. In addition, this course will also include a large number of practical case studies
on Tunhuangology data retrieval method, proofreading method and research method with a
focus on cross-discipline benefit with other studies.

This course is majorly lecture-based and supplemented by discussion and interaction with
students. While adhering to the basic framework of the course, the final schedule may be
adjusted based on the enrolled students’ polled interests. The final grade will be based
majorly by a themed thesis.
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