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As one of the Five Classics, "Spring and Autumn Annals" is one of the original classics that shape the
unique political and historical views of the Chinese people. Confucius "narrated without writing" and
regarded himself as a cultural inheritor, while "Spring and Autumn" was his only work. Confronted with

the collapse of etiquette and bad music, Confucius traveled around the world in an attempt to rebuild

political order. In the last few years of his life, Confucius, who had traveled all his life, had to accept his




immediate failure and set his sights on the future, laying the foundation for the continuation of
civilization by sorting out classics and educating students. Against this background, Confucius wrote
down the historical records of the State of Lu and completed "Spring and Autumn" two years before his
death, a textbook explaining nearly 200 years of history to students (including future ones). "Spring and
Autumn" is a typical political history of the Spring and Autumn Period. Through "The Spring and Autumn
Annals", Confucius told the world that the essence of politics is human relations - ethical relationships
centered on father and son, husband and wife, brothers, and monarchs - that are properly arranged in
accordance with natural human nature, while the disorder of human relations among the responsible
classes is the root cause of political corruption. There is no political field independent of daily ethical life,
and good politics comes from enlightenment. This is the main meaning of "Spring and Autumn". The
writing method of "Spring and Autumn Annals" is a special historical writing method used by Confucius
to elaborate the great righteousness. The goal of historiography is not to reproduce the past with a cold
and neutral stance - neutrality is doomed to the impossibility of capturing the truth of history, but to use
vivid examples to enlighten future generations about what a good life is, and how one can always remain
self lost in unpredictable environments, maintaining the ability to pursue happiness. Unlike positivist
historiography, which originated in the modern West, Confucius believed that the most essential truth of
history can only be touched by the mind. And effective communication requires a sophisticated writing
style. "Spring and Autumn" is a book of wisdom written to cultivate sophisticated readers, which has a
profound impact on Chinese civilization. From "Historical Records" to "Zizhi Tongjian", and then to "Zizhi
Tongjian Compendium", all are imitating "Spring and Autumn". Confucius' judgment on many cases in
"Spring and Autumn" has been widely used as a guide to life in more than 2000 years of history, from

temples to rivers and lakes.

This course attempts to guide students to recognize and understand "Spring and Autumn" as one of the
original classics shaping Chinese civilization from the perspective of classics. "The Spring and Autumn
Annals" consists of the history of various countries during the reign of the monarch of the State of Lu
during the twelve dynasties. The first lecture of the course is an overview, followed by a chronological
selection of classic cases from the 242 year history of "Spring and Autumn" for discussion, and finally a

summary from a historical and Confucian perspective.
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