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Course significance: Health economics is a branch of economics dedicated to the study
and resolution of health issues of national and societal concern in a practical
problem-oriented manner. The discipline uses basic principles of economics and
econometric methods to study a range of issues related to health care, such as: diseases,
treatment of diseases, health behaviours, health care systems, health insurance, drug
pricing, etc. Through the study of this course, students will be able to apply the basic
theories and methods of health economics to analyse the major issues in the field of
healthcare in China, so as to better understand and grasp the national healthcare policy.
Course Objectives: This course adheres to Marxism and Xi Jinping's Socialist Thought with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era as its guide, and helps students to apply the
knowledge and methods of health economics through the lens of health economics to
gain a systematic understanding of China's healthcare policies, as well as to understand
how to view and attempt to solve China's healthcare problems under the theoretical
system of socialist market economy with Chinese characteristics.

Main teaching content: The course covers the basic content of health economics, such as
the issues of equity and efficiency of medical services, reform of the medical and health
care system, the utility of medical expenditure, medical insurance and protection, and the




development of the health industry. Sixteen sessions of two hours each are proposed.
Key points and difficulties: learn to master the basic analytical methods and tools of
health economics, and apply the principles of health economics to analyse health
economic issues.

Main teaching methods: A combination of classroom lectures by the lecturer and group
seminars and presentations by students.

Basic requirements: This course will take the form of an examination, which will be worth
70%. The other 30% of the grade will be the usual grade, of which 10% will be class
attendance and 20% will be the usual assignment grade.
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