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(Description)

The historical period from Westphalian Treaties (1648) to the end of the Second World War
(1945) is what laid the foundation of the modern international relations (IR). In this course,
students will take lectures focusing on the Westphalian system, the Napoleonic Wars, the
Congress of Europe, and the outbreaks of World Wars and their interlude. This historical
period is also what gave rise to intellectual concepts and theories about contemporary
politics. This course provides a theory-oriented, empirically based narrative of issues
above. The students are required to attend the class-meetings, do the supplementary
readings that amounts to 20 pages a week, and to take the final exam. After the course the
students are expected to form a general knowledge of the modern war and peace with some
in-depth, critical thoughts in several topics that they themselves have interest in.
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