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(Description)

This course is especially designed for teaching Chinese law students the
basics of American legal research, strategic thinking, and legal writing skills.
The first half of this course focuses on fact reading, issue spotting, legal
research and legal reasoning. Through statutory interpretation, critical case
reading, case briefings, and class discussions, students will learn legal
reasoning, legal analysis, rule synthesis, and legal argument/communication
skills. The second half of this course aims to familiarize students with formal
writing and strategic thinking, the IRAC method and other fundamental legal
writing techniques.  Additionally, students will learn and appreciate legal
citation methods, legal ethics, and the role of attorneys in today’s
ever-challenging global legal and business environment.
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e Course Introduction.

e Introduction to the American Legal System.

e Introduction to Legal Research.

o Primary Authority v. Secondary Authority

W |3 |3 Binding Authority v. Persuasive Authority
B |3 |3 e Legal Research Tools.

e Training on Lexis or Westlaw.

e  First Legal Problem Assigned.

First Legal Problem Discussed.
SPOE |3 |3
FhE (3|3 e  Writing Statement of Facts.

e Generating Search Terms (First Problem).

Case Research and Shepardization (“Shepard” versus
HENE |3 |3 “KeyCite”).
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e Review of Assignment #2 (Statements of Facts).

FLH e Critical Case Reading.
e (Case Discussion and Analysis (First Problem).
VAL e Legal Analysis v. Rule Synthesis.
e (Case Discussion and Analysis (First Problem) (Continued).
FILHE e Legal Analysis v. Rule Synthesis (Continued).
) Introduction to Professional and Legal Writings.
n - e Review of Midterm Exam.
Ht—HM . .
Second Legal Problem Assigned and Discussed.
e Research Planning.
e Statutory Research.
e Generating Search Terms (Second Problem).
B e Case Reading and Analysis (Second Problem).
o o Case Names to be Announced Prior to Class
Meeting.
e Rule Synthesis (Second Problem).
F = Review of Team Statements of Facts (Second Problem).
e Introduction to Legal Ethics.
E-allE o ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct.
Student Memorandum Review.
B Introduction to Legal Citation.
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e Continued Review of Statements of Facts (Second
Problem).

e Questions and Answers on the Second Legal
Memorandum.
Course Review

£#7E (Notes)
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Fall 2023 Legal Research and Writing 1
Course Syllabus
(48 Course Hours, 3 Credits)

About this course:

The objective of this course is to introduce Chinese students to legal research and legal
writing in English. Through legal research, students will learn legal primary and secondary
materials, and other legal research tools in English.  Students will be given hands-on
assignments in research, critical thinking, and legal writing. They are required to conduct
research and write analysis reports (legal memorandum). In addition, the instructor will use
pairs or groups of cases to help students learn about legal reasoning, legal citation, critical
case reading and critical analysis skills, approaches to statutory interpretation, and rule
synthesis to further appreciate the roles of legal research and legal (strategic) communication
know-how in the practice of law.  Overall, students taking this course will experience
enhancement in critical reading, legal reasoning, strategic thinking, legal research, legal
citation, rule application, and legal communication skills.

Class Dates and Time:
TBA.

Page 5 of 9



Instructor:  Theone Luong (435 5 i)

Office Hours: By appointment only.

Email: 491362241@qq.com

Virtual Classroom: [ iH &1 : 482-4172-6020
XWEM: 777777

Recommended Reading: Any U.S. legal research textbooks and U.S. legal writing
textbooks.

Homework submission:

e All homework assignments must be submitted by email.

e All homework assignments must be page-numbered.

e All homework assignments must be submitted in both WORD and PDF
formats.

e All email files must include student’s full name (pinyin). For example:
“Zhang_Xiaoming_Assignment_1.docx”

Note: Additional homework requirements and rules will be given in class.

Grading:
Your total grade is based primarily on your overall performance which includes the

following:
e (Class attendance,
e Class participation,
¢ Timely submission of homework assignments,
e Quality of homework assignments, and
e Compliance with homework formatting requirements and rules (to be given
in class).

The Do’ s in this course:
e Always
o askif you do NOT understand what the instructor says.
o come to each class on time and prepared.
o actively participate in class discussions and class exercises.

e Be sure to submit each homework assignment before the due time on the
respective due date. Assignments must be received by the due time on the
due date. Lateness in assignment submission will automatically result in NO
POINTS (a ZERO score) for that assignment. Two latenesses in assignment
submission will result in an “F” or failing grade.

The Don’ts in this course:
Please note that the following will adversely affect your final grade or even result in a
failing grade if you:
e take any screenshots/photographs in class without the instructor’s prior
consent,
e record any part or all of the class lecture(s) without the instructor’s prior
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consent,

fail to submit required assignment on time,

fail to follow instructions on formatting requirements for any written
assignments,

come to class late or leave class early (note that three latenesses, early
leaves or any combination of latenesses and early leaves equal to one
absence),

are absent from class more than twice (note that three absences
automatically result in an “F” or a failing grade),

submit inferior work,

circulate any materials given in this course without instructor’s prior consent,
or

violate any policies, procedures, code of conduct, or any other rules set forth

in this course.

Course Schedule:

Week Topics Assignments
land 2 e  Course Introduction.
e Introduction to the American Legal System.
e Introduction to Legal Research.
o Primary Authority v. Secondary Authority
o Binding Authority v. Persuasive Authority
3and 4 e Legal Research Tools. e Assighment #1:
e Training on Lexis or Westlaw. Watch before class:
e  First Legal Problem Assigned. Training Video on Lexis.
e  First Legal Problem Discussed.
5and 6 e Writing Statement of Facts.
e Generating Search Terms (First Problem).
e (Case Research and Shepardization (“Shepard” versus
“KeyCite”).
7 e Review of Assignment #2 (Statements of Facts). e Assignment #2:

Critical Case Reading.

Submit Translated
Statement of Facts for
the First Problem,
including search terms
at the end of report
(Due date TBA).

Page 7 of 9




8 e (Case Discussion and Analysis (First Problem). e Assignment #3:
e Legal Analysis v. Rule Synthesis. Submit First Case List
(Due date TBA).
[ J
9 e (Case Discussion and Analysis (First Problem) | e Assignment #4:
(Continued). Read before class the
e Legal Analysis v. Rule Synthesis (Continued). assigned cases.
10 e Introduction to Professional and Legal Writings. e Midterm Exam:
Submit Issue, Short
Answer, and Discussion
(First Problem) (Due
date TBA).
11 e Review of Midterm Exam. °
e Second Legal Problem Assigned and Discussed.
12 e Research Planning. e Assighment #5:
e Statutory Research. Submit Second
e Generating Search Terms (Second Problem). Case List (Due date
e (Case Reading and Analysis (Second Problem). TBA).
o Case Names to be Announced Prior to | ® Assignment #6:
Class Meeting. Read before class
e Rule Synthesis (Second Problem). meeting: Second
Problem and search
terms.
13 e Review of Team Statements of Facts (Second | ¢ Assignment #7:
Problem). Statement of Facts
for Second Problem
(Due date TBA).
14 e Introduction to Legal Ethics. e Assignment #8:
o ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct. Read before class
e Student Memorandum Review. the assigned ABA
Model Rules of
Professional
Conduct.
15 e Introduction to Legal Citation. e Assignment #9:
Read before class
PowerPoint
materials on legal
citation.
16 e Continued Review of Statements of Facts (Second e Final Exam:

Problem).

Questions and Answers on the Second Legal

Memorandum.

Second Legal
Memorandum
(Due date TBA).
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e Course Review
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