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(Description)

Through the teaching of the history of western legal thought, students develop humanistic
qualities and broaden their horizons in the civilization of the rule of law on the one hand, and
on the other hand, they develop a fundamental disciplinary thinking and learn to seek the
measure of law. According to the general understanding, the philosophy of law attempts to
acquire a position on the law. However, this does not really address the meaning of the
philosophy of law. For the other 'broadening sciences', namely the history of law and sociology
of law, also seek to acquire a position on law. Anyone working in the basic disciplines
(philosophy of law, history of law, sociology of law) is always a bit of an egotist: they want to
look behind the curtain, they want to see what's really there, they want to look deeper. It is
therefore not just a characteristic of the philosophy of law that the questions they ask go beyond
the scope of the current law. The peculiarity of the philosophy of law lies only in the type of
questions it raises. Philosophy of law is different from this. Nor is it content to look at the law
in force here and now, but goes further in its inquiries. The German philosopher Ernst Bloch
points out to us that all thinking generally implies crossing over (which does not mean, of
course, that what exists is skipped or omitted). In contrast to the history of law and the
sociology of law, philosophy of law asserts that our exploration of law must stand on the level
of legitimacy. It therefore seeks to confront law on its own ground, judging it not from the
outside as an obsolete order or social fact, but from the inside as law. If the law provides a rich

standard for evaluating and guiding human behaviour, the philosophy of law seeks to apply the




idea of the measure of law to law itself. The philosophy of law reflexively explores law and

seeks a measure for the measure it asserts; it therefore asks, at the same time, what makes a law

a law.
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