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(Description)

Peaceful Settlement of international disputes is crucial to maintain international peace
and security. A number of factors render international dispute settlement highly complex,
such as the decentralized structure of the international legal order, the variety of actors,
and the increasing specialization . In order to better participate in international dispute
settlement, it is necessary to have a systematic understanding of the methods and related
mechanisms and procedures of international dispute settlement.

This course is a professional selective course for undergraduate students majoring in law
or international relations. The objective is to enable students to understand the
fundamental principles and system of international dispute settlement, to master the
methods and procedures available in international law for settling international disputes,
and to train international law talents for China to better participate in international

governance and maintain the peace and development of international community.

This course introduces the various methods and institutions for the settlement of disputes
in international law and covers the main elements of the process of such dispute
settlement before international courts and tribunals, adopting a comparative perspective.




The principle aim of the course is to promote familiarity with the main dispute settlement
mechanisms in International Law. To that effect, the different institutions as well as their
distinctive features will be introduced. The course deals primarily with the settlement of
disputes between states, although it also covers disputes between states and non-state
actors.

The first part of this module introduces the non-judicial methods of dispute settlement,
including negotiation, good office, mediation, inquiry, conciliation, and international
disputes settlement through the United Nations. The second part focuses on the judicial
methods of international disputes settlement, covering the legal issues on the inter-state
arbitration, mixed arbitration, International Court of Justice, international dispute
settlement in particular fields.

The teaching for this course is in the form of lectures and discussion. The students are
required to finish assignments after class. The final course grades will be determined by
the student’s performance in the class and an open-book examination at the end of the
semester.
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