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This course is an overview of western pop culture in the last half of the 20th Century, covering the
elements that make up this dominating influence on society and behaviour, including mass culture,
childhood culture, technology subculture, comics, music videos, contemporary art, theatre, popular
literature, film genres, and the disappearance or re-invention of popular culture in the 21st century.
* R fAj A It has three aims: firstly to introduce models and examples of all aspects of pop culture that are
(Description) common to westerners but largely unknown in Asia; secondly to chart the development and

(413 300-500 )

changes within pop cultural elements; and thirdly, to explore pop culture as a trend, phenomenon,
and postmodern way of everyday life. Classes will be in English, although any important vocabulary
will be given a Chinese translation. Grades will be earned through attendance, presentations (each
student will give one short presentation), and an exam. Notes will be provided for each lecture in

PDF form. Mobile phones are forbidden.
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Pop Culture, Shane Burridge, 2022
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Learning Outcomes

Objectives for students:

- to define popular culture as a singular entity which collapses divisions of ‘high’ and ‘low’ culture

- to recognise specific elements and images of western popular culture that are widely known in

English-speaking countries but not so much in China

- to be aware of the role of Postmodernism in contemporary culture through art, music, technology,

literature, theatre, cinema, television, and advertising

- to trace the antecedents of 21st Century pop culture from the previous century to see how it has

informed the current culture

- to be introduced to specific cultural theories and phenomenon (e.g. Baader-Meinhof, Bakhtin’s

Carnival, cultural capital)
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(Grading)

PRESENTATION (30%)+EXAM (70%)
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INTRODUCTION: WHAT IS POP CULTURE?
F—H 5 |5 Lecture
1 Reading Lecture Notes
Page Numbers of e-textbook to be finalised (all lectures)
P CHILDHOOD CULTURE
5B
5 A 2 |2 Lecture
Reading Lecture Notes
B FROM COMICS TO GRAPHIC NOVELS
; A 2|2 Lecture
Reading Lecture Notes
MASS CULTURE AND COMMERCIALISM
EALNG
4 A 2 |2 Lecture
Reading Lecture Notes
= CONTEMPORARY ART 1
&
s A 2 |2 Lecture
Reading Lecture Notes




CONTEMPORARY ART 2
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6 Lecture
Reading Lecture Notes
IMAGES AND MUSIC
LR\
; Lecture
Reading Lecture Notes
EYING
g PRESENTATIONS
THEATRE
VNG
9 Lecture
Reading Lecture Notes
CULT MOVIE GENRES
Ht+H
Lecture
10
Reading Lecture Notes
POPULAR FICTION
CO
Lecture
11
Reading Lecture Notes
TECHNOLOGY SUBCULTURE
T
Lecture
12
Reading Lecture Notes
=
PRESENTATIONS
13
UNPOPULAR CULTURE
A
Lecture
14
Reading Lecture Notes
POST-POP: THE 21t CENTURY
H+ T
Lecture
15

Reading Lecture Notes
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Course contains over 400 hi-res images, audio files, and video files (1080p)
£ (Notes) (lecture method, seminar, case teaching, video teaching, classroom report, after-school practice,
etc)




