FEESBERRFE (RERERRRE) RERY

BEE XS E (Course Information)

N =P == *'M'H‘ AN
RFES 5 1171020009 I 32 o 2
(Course ID) (Credit Hours) (Credits)
SR 4 TR REETE W R R AL -T2 b s
(Course Name) Content-based College English: Academic English for Philosophy
JeAERFE

(Prerequisite Courses)

REETEG

AR N A AR E RO B2 AR BEUR, 2023 FERK =244 th UM 4V
AR LR ML A GRA |, —rmvD T#RARR 8 WAL,
D3 T I 1 Skl 7 AZ B A 1) 7 RS e S AR T (132 KT s AR [ s
W R F S8 EIR ST, Forhil h A e B e MBUR B 20 SR I R, B E
FL AR SO E Lo JUAh, BRIXARAE fh AT 1 At 40 1T SORER SC2E, A
A ERSCAOME, TR NSRRI

ARURAE 1Y) L R R T B LI 20 908 )R 5 ) RRN SY 5 R R A2
JRNS SIRETES), MTEEM K D AR5, o4 AR B 32 1 27T A B S
PR TR, 2 Ja BT NRHZ IR, R PR % R i )5

(Description)

This is a course designed for philosophical majors. In the autumn semester of 2023,
they will carefully study J. S. Mill’s On Liberty under the guidance of the teacher, learning
its main themes, central ideas, as well as argumentations on the one hand, and
strengthening the skills of reading, writing as well as speaking English by means of
presentation and interpretation on the other.

The reading material selected for this course, which is of great value to both scholars
on practical theories and observers of social reality, covered many significant issues still
fiercely debated in contemporary moral and political philosophy. Furthermore, as a
masterpiece in the history English literature, On Liberty sheds light on how to write an
academic essay both neatly weaved and elegantly articulated. It is a special task for the
students to get accustomed to reading the 19™ English, especially understanding its
peculiar grammars and old expressions.

Any participant of this course must give one presentation in English about a thesis
which interests him/her most and is selected from the chapter under discussion. After this
presentation, all students will take turns rendering freely Mill's text paragraph by
paragraph.

(1) Mill, J. S., On Liberty, Utilitarianism and Other Essays, edited with an Introduction and
Notes by M. Philp and F. Rosen (A New Edition), Oxford University Press, 2015.
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(1) Mill’s On Liberty: A Critical Guide, edited by C. L. Ten, Cambridge University Press,
2009.
ZHEER (2) Riley, J., The Routledge Guidebook to Mill’s On Liberty, Routledge, 1998[2015].

(Other References)

(3) Gray, J., Mill on Liberty: A Defence, Routledge: 1983[1996, 2003].

(4) LS. Mill’'s On Liberty in Focus, edited by J. Gray and G. W. Smith, Routledge,
1991[2003].
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(1) Briefly introduce Mill’s philosophical contribution as well as the
main contents of On Liberty.
(2) Clarify the form of examination.
(3) Every student chooses one session for his/her presentation.
= 2 1 1 (4) Begin to read and interpret Chapter I. Introductory (Session 1)
Keywords: the meaning of social liberty; two limitations to the
power of government; the paradoxical self-government of the
people; public opinion as a social tyranny; the adjustment between
individual independence and social control.
Chapter I. Introductory
Session 2
= 5 N N Keywords: a belief in one’s own infallibility; the absolute principle for
the dealings of society with the individual; utility as the ultimate appeal
on all ethical questions; the proper region of human liberty; the
principal difference between ancient and modern states.
Chapter Il. Of the Liberty of Thought and Discussion
Session 1
#= 5 N N Keywords: the inaccessibleness of absolute certainty; complete liberty
- of disapproving an opinion; self-improvement by discussion; the devil’s
advocacy; the limited validity of good reasons; the entwining
judgments upon the usefulness and the truth.
Chapter Il. Of the Liberty of Thought and Discussion
Session 2
e Keywords: the presumptions on falsity and immorality of an opposite
Y 2 |1 1 . : .
opinion; the tragical examples of Socrates, Jesus, and Marcus Aurelius;
persecution as an (un)necessary ordeal for truth; modern examples of
religious intolerance; an easy conversion to truth.
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Chapter Il. On the Liberty of Thought and Discussion

Session 3

Keywords: the value of freedom of thinking for both the talented and
the ordinary; constant self-confirmation of truth against objections; a
proper way of free discussion; an epistemological privilege of the clergy
over the laymen; the degeneration of a once-energetic faith.
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Chapter Il. On the Liberty of Thought and Discussion

Session 4

Keywords: the decline of Christianity in our modern age; the forgetting
of the meaning of truth; from the Socratic dialectics to the school
disputations of the Middle Ages; truth as reconciling and combining
opposite opinions; a defense of Greco-Roman morality.
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Chapter Il. On the Liberty of Thought and Discussion

Session 5

Keywords: the one-sidedness and potential danger in pure Christian
ethics; the groundlessness of prejudice against infidels; a brief
summary of arguments for free speech; a more charitable stance
towards the minority.
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Chapter Ill. Of Individuality, as One of the Elements of Well-Being
Session 1

Keywords: freedom of actions and the right of individual spontaneity;
Humboldt on the two requisites of human development; genuine
choices and blind imitations; an apology for desires and feelings; high
level of energy as a moral blessing.
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Chapter Ill. Of Individuality, as One of the Elements of Well-Being
Session 2

Keywords: the tension between Christian self-denial and pagan
self-assertion; the uniformity and the diversity of human lives; the
relevance of individuality to originality; the rule of public opinion as the
cause for mediocritizing of modern politics.
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Chapter Ill. Of Individuality, as One of the Elements of Well-Being
Session 3

Keywords: the forced improvement of morals; the complicated
relationship between liberty and progress; the pros and cons of
Chinese civilization; a yet-to-be-decided future of European countries.

Chapter IV: Of the Limits to the Authority of Society over the
Individual Session 1

Keywords: self-regarding vices and the contempt from fellow men;
natural penalties as a spontaneous consequence of one’s own faults;
the distinction between the loss of consideration and the reprobation;
the object of pity and the object of resentment.

Chapter IV: Of the Limits to the Authority of Society over the
Individual Session 2

Keywords: the proper subject of moral disapprobation; the arguments
against the interference of the public with purely personal conduct;
moral censorship; religious abstinence from certain food.

Chapter IV: Of the Limits to the Authority of Society over the
Individual Session 3

Keywords: the logic of persecutors; a problem in democratic feelings;
the absurdity of social rights; the prohibition on fermented drinks and
the Sabbatarian legislation; Mormonism and polygamy; crusade or
“civilizade”.




Chapter V: Application
Session 1
Keywords: the entire doctrine of this essay; the meaning of free trade;
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FrIE 2 the preventative and the punitory function of government;
pre-appointed evidence; punishments on drunkenness and offences
against decency; the question of pimps and gambling-houses.

Chapter V: Application
Session 2

S+T0E |2 Keywords: taxation as a prohibition; the status of laboring classes;
alienation of one’s own freedom; moral obligations in marriage; the
despotic power of husbands; the father’s duty towards his children; the
proper content of state education and public examination.

Chapter V: Application
Session 3
1 Keywords: bestowing a life as one of the most responsible actions;
/N2 three objections to government interference; the rule of bureaucratic
class; the absorption of all elites into the governing body; the greatest
dissemination of power and centralization of information.
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