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(Description)

Based on literary theories and theories of cultural studies, the course of British and
American literary and cultural criticism assists students to deeply analyze British and
American novels, dramas, poems, ballads, newspaper and magazine articles, treaties,
government documents, speeches, papers, advertisements, cartoons, sculptures, as well as
films. By studying this course, students can understand the important and cutting-edge
theories of literary and cultural studies, grasp the close relationship between literature and
culture, probe into the dynamics of the characteristics, tension and influence of literary
works and cultural products. Moreover, they can be able to carry out effective critical
reading, in-depth discussions, and creative academic writing on the strength of the above
knowledge.

Most of the materials selected in the course are related to China, so while improving
students’ abilities to observe language and cultural phenomena closely and their dialectical
thinking abilities, the course will also encourage them to think carefully about such
important questions as how the images of China and the West in modern times are formed
under the influence of British and American literature and culture. As a result, the students




can better set up the subjective consciousness about their own language, culture and
nation.

The course sticks to students-oriented teaching with the teacher as a guide, and uses
the cooperative teaching method and the blended-learning model. It has designed teaching
procedures including pre-class reading and research, in-class guidance and discussions,
and after-class group work and online FAQ to strengthen the interactions between students
and teachers as well as among students, and to improve students’ individualized learning
effects and learning flexibility.

Checks on the attendance of this course is weekly, and students are not allowed to be
absent without decent excuses. The teacher will attach great importance to the frequency
and quality of students’ participation in class discussions. The course assignments are in
the forms of class presentations, and the material searching, topic discussion and outline

writing of the course paper.
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Terry Eagleton: Literary Theory: An Introduction (2" edition), Blackwell Publishing,
1996, ISBN0631201882.
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